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an effect on the public mind in the independent
portion of India which is more easily imagined
than described. Although jealous, naturally, of
our preponderance, and suspicious to a degree of
any relinquishment of the pacific policy, the
native powers had so little knowledge of the
strength and resources of the Goorkhas, that the
war at first excited little sensation. It was re-
garded as a mere affair with a troublesome Raja
of the frontier; and, but for the greater mag-
nitude of our preparations, might have been as-
similated to the measures taken in 1812 against
the Rewa chief. As one check, however, fol-
lowed another, speculation grew more active,
and the events of the campaign became matter
of intenser interest; until, at last, more than one
of the native courts began seriously to think it
was time to prepare to take advantage of cir-
cumstances. Runjeet Singh, the Punjab Seikh,"
kept an army at Lahore, and seemed to menace
us in the extreme north-west; while Ameer
.Khan collected together his Putan battalions, and
made an ambiguous offer of their services, from a
point only a few-marches from Agra. The tone,
moreover, assumed in Sindheea's durbar and at
Poona was any thing but conciliatory.

It is not our business in this place to explain
at length the attitude assumed by the native
poweys, in consequence of the altered view of our